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Greek and Roman Mythology.

chief feature of the festival was a solemn procession, in which
an old wooden statue of the god was borne through the streets.
There were likewise banquets and comic processions in masks,
and grand representations of new comedies and tragedies. The

proceedings concluded with
the presentation of prizes to
the successful competitors.

The Italian nationalities
likewise celebrated a festi-
val on the 17th of March,
called the Liberalia, in
honour of Liber, or Liber
Pater, the Italian god of the
vine. It was distinguished
throughout by the simple
countrified character of the
proceedings, and resembled
the Lesser Dionysia of the
inhabitants of Attica. People
amused themselves with all
kinds of jokes and antics,
and with masquerades, the
masks for which were cut
from the bark of trees. The
chief object of the festival
was to pray for the fertility
of the vines. These innocent

Fig. 38.~Youthful Dionysus.  From the Chateau festivals had nothing to do
Richelieu, now in the Louvre.           With the VoluptuOUS Baccha-

nalia which were afterwards introduced into Eome in imitation
of the Greek mysteries, and which the most rigorous interference
of the authorities was unable to suppress.

If we try to conceive briefly the significance of the worship of

